
THE LAW: Building a People for God on the Earth 

 

[study #8] New Mighty Leader for Israel [Ex 13:1 – 18:27] 

 
 
ACTION #1. For 400 years in Egypt, Israel had multiplied many times over and become enough people to be 
considered a “nation.” However, a “slave nation.” Having set them free, God now directed them (1) to annually 
celebrate the Passover date of their deliverance, and (2) to “redeem” or “dedicate” all of their firstborns to God. 
Read Exodus 13:14-16 and then discuss: 
 

• when future Hebrew kids asked their parents “why” they did these 2 rituals, what was their answer?  
• which characteristics of God are especially remembered in these 2 rituals? 

 
 
ACTION #2. If ever Moses had his own “song” about God and what made God praiseworthy, it was the “song” 
Moses wrote after this next long story (read and then discuss!): Exodus 14:5-9… verses 13-14… verses 19-31.  
 

• describe in your own words what all happened and what stands out to you as most interesting 
• in these verses, what did the Egyptians “learn” along the way? … how about the Hebrews/Israelites? 
• read these few pieces of Moses’ “song”—Ex 15:1-3 and 11—then discuss what the biggest lesson is here. 

 
 
ACTION #3. Read Exodus 15:24-27 and 16:1-5 and 17:1-4, then discuss: who exactly did the Hebrews/Israelites 
cry out to, and who exactly helped them… also, how do you think both God and Moses started feeling about this? 
 
 
ACTION #4. Read Exodus 17:8-16 and then discuss: who were all the characters in this story who did something, 
what did they do, and how important was each of their roles? 
 
 
ACTION #5. While Moses kept leading Israel on their journey, his father-in-law Jethro came and saw how busy 
Moses was. Read Exodus 18:13-23 and then discuss: 
 

• what all happened in this story and what stands out to you as most interesting? 
• what seems to be happening to the relationships between God, Moses, and the People… what 

developments seem to be good, and which seem to be not so good? 
 
 
 

READ AHEAD, maybe journal a page on it: Exodus 19:1 – 20:21 (God’s Covenant Presented to All) 
 

 


