
THE LAW: Building a People for God on the Earth 

 

[study #3] Moses’ Epic #1: ABRAHAM [Gen 12-24] 

 
 
ACTION #1. The remaining chapters in Genesis are made up of 3 “epics”: Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph.  Look at 
the chart below of what makes an “epic” and then discuss: For Hebrews wandering in the wilderness and about to 
receive hundreds of laws to live by, how might Moses’ use of “epics” be refreshing and helpful for them to hear? 
 

 
 
 
ACTION #2. Read Abraham’s original “calling” by God in Genesis 12:1-3 and then discuss: 

• how would you totally rephrase just verse 1 in order to pinpoint its main idea?... verse 2?... verse 3? 
• some scholars consider this passage the most “foundational” in the entire bible. Look again, and discuss 

how each verse might be describing a different phase of life that Abraham will experience with God 
 
 
ACTION #3. Abraham’s journeys made him prosperous, so when raiders kidnapped his nephew Lot and others 
too, people turned to Abraham for help. Read Genesis 14:10-24 and then discuss: 

• describe in your own words what happened in this passage & what stands out as most interesting to you 
• how would you describe Abraham’s 2 different reactions to the 2 different kings (of Sodom & Salem)? 
• God’s “expanded name” (El Elyon/God Most High) gets introduced for the first time, in verses 18-22… 

does it look like Abraham learned more of who God is here and even had a personal experience?!!! 
 
 
ACTION #4. Read Genesis 17:1-7 and then explain “God’s covenant with Abraham” in your own words. 
 
 
ACTION #5. Read Genesis 22:1-3 and also 22:10-18 and then discuss: 

• what is happening in this story and what stands out to you as most interesting? 
• from what we read thus far, how would you say Abraham’s “epic” story could act as a sort of guide for 

the Hebrews wandering in the wilderness? 
 
 

READ AHEAD, maybe journal a page on it: Genesis chpts. 25-36 (The Second Epic: Jacob) 
 

 


