
THE LAW: Building a People for God on the Earth 
 

 

 [study #1] Being The Law’s “FIRST AUDIENCE” 
 

 
 

ACTION #1. The Law is the Scripture’s first 5 books—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. You 
might say these books lay the foundation of everything else that follows. But when you read them, realize this: 
The Law’s ORIGINAL READERS were going through a very particular experience that is hard for us to imagine. 
These books were formed with them in mind and for their situation… more so than ours. They were the “First 
Audience.” In this series we are going to step into the perspective of the original “First Audience” as best we can. 
 

   

 As a group, discuss the following with each other: 
• what details about the Hebrews’ escape from slavery do you or your group already know about?  
• which of the three lines above do you think best helps us grasp Moses’ goal in writing The Law?  
• what kind of recovery/guidance/development do you think the Hebrews desperately needed at this time? 

 
 
ACTION #2. As a group read Genesis 1:1—2:3 together and then discuss: 

• re-tell this story in your own words, and share which part stand outs to you as the most interesting 
• which parts or patterns in this story do you think the First Audience might have appreciated the most? 

 
 
ACTION #3. Take just a moment to look at 
the “Slavery-Thoughts” chart on the right, 
then afterwards discuss: 

• which of these stands out to you 
as maybe the most damaging? 

• specifically, which verses in 
Genesis 1:1—2:3 directly oppose 
each of these slavery-thoughts? 

• as the Israelites told and retold 
this first Creation story to each 
other, what gradual affects do you 
think it began to have on them? 

 
 
 

READ AHEAD, maybe journal a page on it: Genesis chpts. 1—11 (Stories About the Way Everything is and Why) 
 

 


