VOICE OF MATTHEW: “The King & His New Community of God”
In this series we will see how Matthew (1) strengthens people’s memory of Jesus by writing out the story of his life, (2) traces
God’s epic plan for the Jewish people straight to the arrival of Jesus and his kingdom, and (3) arranges Jesus’ teachings into 5
big “People-Building Talks” so different traditions can utilize his words to debate and imagine a community together.
[study #8 covering Matthew chpts. 26-28]

The King Achieves His Kingdom

ACTION #1. As a group
together, check out this
outline of the whole book
of Matthew and discuss:
what “patterns” stand out
the most to you in the
way this book was
written, and how do you
think the book’s structure
helps shape the reader’s
perspective about Jesus?

ACTION #2: Recall how this book started off with lots of “proofs” that Jesus was LEGIT? Now, at the end of the
book, read these 3 interesting passages — Matthew 26:59-60 … 27:62-66 … 28:11-15 — and then discuss:
•
•

if the religious authorities had a Plan A for dealing with Jesus, how would you describe it?
what was their Plan B? Plan C? and what are some possible further plans they might need to make?

ACTION #3. Read Matthew 27:35-54 and discuss: what is most striking to you in these verses?
ACTION #4. Read the final 3 verses of the book of Matthew. Then discuss:
•
•
•

what do you think is the most interesting or important part of these final verses?
how do these final verses fit the original promise that Jesus’s personality would be “God with us” (1:23)?
looking back on the whole series of Matthew, how would you summarize what Jesus’ NEW COMMUNITY
OF GOD is even supposed to look like?

LOOKING BACK, maybe journal a page about:
how, exactly, a diverse group of community leaders might be able to sit down together
(on 5 different occasions) to debate Jesus’ 5 Big-Talks and to plan their community’s growth

