
VOICE OF MATTHEW: “The King & His New Community of God” 
 

In this series we will see how Matthew (1) strengthens people’s memory of Jesus by writing out the story of his life, (2) traces 
God’s epic plan for the Jewish people straight to the arrival of Jesus and his kingdom, and (3) arranges Jesus’ teachings into 5 
big “People-Building Talks” so different traditions can utilize his words to debate and imagine a community together. 
 

[study #7 focusing on Matthew chpts. 23-25] 
 Big-Talk #5: “Leaders Castigated and the World Warned” 

 

 
ACTION #1. [Did You Read Ahead?] 
 

The leadup stories in chpts. 21-22 prepare us for 
Jesus’ upcoming Big-Talk #5 in today’s study. For 
those who read ahead, were there any mini stories 
or thoughts from them that interested you the most? 
 

 

ACTION #2: Jesus’ words 
get particularly bold 
against the Jews’ current 
religious leaders in chapter 
23. Each person in your 
group: choose just one of 
these “summaries” of 
what Jesus actually said, 
then find the “actual” 
verse for it, and explain 
why it might have enraged 
the current religious 
leaders when he said it. 

 
 
 

 
ACTION #3: During this time, one really cool thing is that when Jesus tells his disciples that the current religious 
order will one day be wrecked, his disciples ask him what The End Times will be like and Jesus actually tells them! 
Read Matthew 24:4-31 and discuss: How would you re-say, step-by-step, what will actually happen? Also, which 
1-detail do you think is most important or interesting to remember? 
 
ACTION #4: Jesus warned his listeners that literally every human would “have to give an account” of how they 
handled the life that God had given them to live. Read Matthew 25:14-28 and discuss: What do you think about 
how the person with just 1 talent was treated… and why do you think his fate might have surprised some people? 
 
 

READ AHEAD, maybe journal a page on it: Matthew chpts. 26-28 
 

 


