
VOICE OF MATTHEW: “The King & His New Community of God” 
 

In this series we will see how Matthew (1) strengthens people’s memory of Jesus by writing out the story of his life, (2) traces 
God’s epic plan for the Jewish people straight to the arrival of Jesus and his kingdom, and (3) arranges Jesus’ teachings into 5 
big “People-Building Talks” so different traditions can utilize his words to debate and imagine a community together. 
 

[study #5 focusing on Matthew 13:1-52] 
Big-Talk #3: “How to Talk To People’s Kingdom Inside Them” 

 

 
 

 

ACTION #1. [Did You Read Ahead?] 
The leadup stories in chpts. 11-12 prepare 
us for Jesus’ upcoming Big-Talk #3 in 
today’s study. For those who read ahead, 
were there any thoughts from the leadup 
stories that interested you the most?  

 
 
ACTION #2. [Starting Big-Talk #3] 
The main reason chpt.13 is all parables is not just for us to hear more of them, but to show us WHY Jesus used 
parables so we will use them on others too! Read these verses—Matthew 13:10-17, 34-35—and then discuss: 
 

• re-describe in your words WHY, exactly, Jesus used parables… (did Jesus not want “everyone” to learn)? 
• what do you think of the fact that Jesus NEVER taught without utilizing a parable... (what does that say)? 
• several prophesies foretold this new strategy of teaching… what is so different about the use of parables 

from that of “just teaching people what to do” 
 
 
ACTION #3. Read the main parable in Matthew 13:3-9 and then discuss what you think it means (feel free to 
peak at verses 18-23) 
 
 
ACTION #4. The word Parable basically means a Side-Story, and they usually had these two qualities: 
(1) the listener feels a relationship to PART of the parable but (2) PART of the parable feels unfinished or annoying. 
It’s like Jesus wanted people to walk away half-haunted so they talk more about it with others at the dinner table. 
Read Matthew 13:24-30 and then describe (1) how it connects with you, and (2) what is unsettling about it 
 
 
ACTION #5. Jesus used parables to get inside people’s imagination because THAT is where he was stirring up his 
kingdom. Read Matthew 13: 51-52 and discuss: 
 

• what does Jesus say happens even to “scribes” (smart scholars) once they connect with God’s kingdom? 
• how would you summarize what parables are and why they are so useful to use with other people? 

 
 
 
 

READ AHEAD, maybe journal a page on it: Matthew chpts. 14-17 
 

 


