
VOICE OF MATTHEW: “The King & His New Community of God” 
 

In this series we will see how Matthew (1) strengthens people’s memory of Jesus by writing out the story of his life, (2) traces 
God’s epic plan for the Jewish people straight to the arrival of Jesus and his kingdom, and (3) arranges Jesus’ teachings into 5 
big “People-Building Talks” so different traditions can utilize his words to debate and imagine a community together. 
 

[study #3 focusing on Matthew chpts. 5-7] 
Big-Talk #1: “A New Kind of People on the Earth” 

 

 
ACTION #1. [Did You Read Ahead?] 
The leadup stories in chpts. 3-4 prepare us for Jesus’ 
upcoming Big-Talk #1 in today’s study. For those who read 
ahead, were there any thoughts from the leadup stories 
that interested you the most? 
 

 

 
 

ACTION #2.  [Starting Big-Talk #1] 
Matthew bundled Jesus’ best teachings into 5 big talks, believing Christians could utilize these teachings as the 
basis for uniting them amidst all their diversity. Read Matthew 5:1-14 together as a group and then discuss the 
following: 
 

• “Blessed” can also be translated “Happy”; what could possibly make this list of people now be “Happy”? 
• Jesus seems to be telling his listeners “who they are” (especially in verses 13&14).  Being extremely poor 

and unsure of their nation’s future, how do you think their perspectives were affected by Jesus’ words? 
 
 
ACTION #3. This 1st Big-Talk of Jesus is also known as the Sermon on the Mount. Centuries before it, from atop a 
mountain, Moses had delivered God’s message to the People of Israel too! Read the following passages in Jesus’ 
sermon and then discuss: How is Jesus actually INCREASING all the previous standards the people had heard? 
 

- Matthew 5:21-24 
- Matthew 5:27-29 

- Matthew 5:43-48 
- Matthew 6:1-6 

 
 
ACTION #4. Usually when people experience great difficulty, it seems understandable to us all that they should 
be allowed to “worry.” Read Matthew 6:25-34 together and then discuss: 
 

• what exactly is Jesus’ position on people “worrying” during times of challenge? Is he just unsympathetic? 
• what is Jesus training his followers to focus in on and what do you think his code word “Kingdom of 

Heaven” even means? 
 
 
ACTION #5.  Centuries earlier, Moses warned Israel that blessings-or-curses would fall on them, depending on 
how they responded to God’s Law. Read Jesus’ warnings in Matthew 7: 21-27 and discuss: How do you think 
people felt about Jesus’ whole new level of required goodness and sincerity? Scary or refreshing? 
 
 
 
 

READ AHEAD, maybe journal a page on it: Matthew chpts. 8-9 
 

 


