
VOICE OF MATTHEW: “The King & His New Community of God” 
 

In this series we will see how Matthew (1) strengthens people’s memory of Jesus by writing out the story of his life, (2) traces 
God’s epic plan for the Jewish people straight to the arrival of Jesus and his kingdom, and (3) arranges Jesus’ teachings into 5 
big “People-Building Talks” so different traditions can utilize his words to debate and imagine a community together. 
 

 

[study #2 covering Matthew 1:1 – 3:12] 
The Long-Awaited King For Sure 

 

 
 
ACTION #1. After our previous study, who in 
your group read this week’s text (Matthew 
1:1—3:12) ahead of time and has just 1 big 
takeaway, question, or personal “aha” worth 
sharing from it? 

  
 
 
ACTION #2. This is a fun tricky little fact…. did you know that the ancient Hebrews 
“added up” the letters of their name? (Example: A=1, B=2, etc.). So in Hebrew, 
“David” or דוד  is made up of EITHER the three letters D+V+D or the three numbers 
4+6+4. Read Matthew 1:1, 16-18 then discuss: what subtle (or obvious!) points do 
you think are being made here by Matthew as he starts to introduce Jesus busting 
onto the scene? 

 
 

ד ו ד  = _____ 

 
 
ACTION #3. The book of Matthew kicks off with a long “royal entrance” of 7 stories about Jesus’ background, 
right to the moment he launches his ministry in chapter 3. Each person in your group: take just 1 of these short 
stories to look at, then very briefly report to the group (1) its simple topic and (2) the prophesy it fulfilled. 
 

- Matthew 1:1-17 
- Matthew 1:18-25 

- Matthew 2:1-12 
- Matthew 2:13-15 

- Matthew 2:16-18 
- Matthew 2:19-23 

- Matthew 3:1-12 

 
 
ACTION #4. John the Baptist was one of the greatest men who ever lived, and yet the most important part of his 
entire ministry was being THE INTRODUCER of someone else’s ministry. Think about that! Read Matthew 3:1-12 
as a group together and then discuss: 
 

• re-tell this whole passage in your own words and what stands out to you the most 
• what all do you think John B. meant by his words in verse 9? 
• what is the biggest takeaway, question, or personal “aha” you got during today’s group-study? 

 
 
 

READ AHEAD, maybe journal a page on it: Matthew 3:13 – 4:25 
 

 


