
“3 WAVES OF PROPHETS” 
this whole series connects both the Historical Urgency and also the Poetic Intelligence of the 17 OT prophets in such a way 

that it helps unlock: (1) God’s actual “Personality” of deep-character, top-priorities, and intimate-feelings (2) the proper 
balancing of one’s spirituality & society-ethics, and (3) “shapes-of-the-future” that God keeps building His People towards 

 
[study #13] ZEPHANIAH: God Jolts Judah with “The Day of Yahweh” 

—    covering Zephaniah   — 
 
ACTION #1. The prophets of 
“the 2nd wave of prophets” 
all ministered during the 
timeframe leading up to the 
big historical event of 
Babylon totally conquering 
Judah in 586 BC. One king of 
Judah in particular, Josiah, is 
at the center of these 
prophets and their 
ministries. Read Josiah’s 
story in 2 Kings 22:1-2, 8-13 
and also 2 Kings 23:1-3 and 
then discuss: 
 

 

 
 

• re-describe in your own words what all happened in these verses, and what Josiah was like exactly 
• the lost “book of the law” was likely Deuteronomy 5-30 which told future generations how to follow God. 

Read its start-&-end (Deuteronomy 5:1-3 and 30:15-20) and then discuss why Josiah must have not only 
been happy, but alarmed, at the book’s discovery. 

 
ACTION #2. Earlier, when Josiah was just 8 years old, God called Zephaniah to minister for 40 years during the full 
length of Josiah’s reign (he likely helped mentor Josiah spiritually as well as help the book of the law get found!). 
Count how many times God’s coming “DAY” is mentioned as you read Zephaniah chpt.1 and then discuss: 
 

• the kings just before Josiah, had gotten the people to practice baby-sacrifices in fire, witchcraft & occult, 
and tricky political murders against innocents; what will God’s coming “DAY” against Judah be like? 

• in verse 12, what is a specific characteristic of Judah’s people that God will no longer put up with, & why? 
 
ACTION #3. All his life, Zephaniah helped Josiah temporarily suspend God’s wrath, to at least save their 
generation. Part of Zephaniah’s ministry was to describe “the kind of people” God wanted to replace the wicked 
with. Read Zephaniah 3:9-13 and then describe the details of what kind of people God makes and is pleased with. 
 
ACTION #4. Someone in your group... try to re-cap what huge historical events were going on around Zephaniah’s 
prophetic ministry, what his own king was up to, and what was unique about his messages. 
 
 
EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: Jeremiah 1-25 
PENGUIN CHALLENGE …throughout this series read the kings-&-exile books (this week’s portion: 1 Chronicles 1-9) 
 

 


