
“3 WAVES OF PROPHETS” 
this whole series connects both the Historical Urgency and also the Poetic Intelligence of the 17 OT prophets in such a way 

that it helps unlock: (1) God’s actual “Personality” of deep-character, top-priorities, and intimate-feelings (2) the proper 
balancing of one’s spirituality & society-ethics, and (3) “shapes-of-the-future” that God keeps building His People towards 

 
[study #9] ISAIAH: What “Servant of the LORD” is Code For 

—    covering ISAIAH chpts. 40-66   — 
 
 
ACTION #1. The phrase “SERVANT OF THE LORD” (or sometimes just “My servant”) pops up many times in Isaiah, 
making people for centuries wonder: why is this phrase or title so important to Isaiah?  Also, sometimes that phrase 
referred to a perfect-ruler, while other times to the nation-of-Israel, and sometimes to sincere-God-followers. 
Read each of the 3 passages below and then after each passage discuss the 2 questions for it. 

 

Isaiah 42:1-4 
Isaiah 44:21-22 
Isaiah 65:13-16 

 
 

 

- which of the 3 highlighted definitions above best fits this passage? 
 

- what is the main positive thing getting accomplished in this passage?

 
ACTION #2. In Isaiah the term “SERVANT OF THE LORD” is NOT always just referring to one particular person 
every time, but it sometimes changes and all-of-a-sudden starts referring to someone else. One of the greatest 
mysteries ever is “the servant” being talked about in Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12. Read the whole thing and then discuss: 
 

• which single-verse describing God’s 
“servant” stands out to you the most, and 
what strikes you about it? 

• in what specific way will this servant’s “role” 
catch people off guard or totally surprise 
them? (see 52:13-53:3) 

• which descriptions specifically speak of this 
servant taking care of OTHER people’s 
problems? (see 53:4-9) 

• which descriptions specifically speak of this 
servant being rewarded for his service in the 
final end? (see 53:10-12) 

 
 
ACTION #3. During Jesus time—more than 500 years after Isaiah wrote his book—one of Jesus’ disciples found an 
Ethiopian foreigner reading the 2 chapters above and wondering to himself, who could ever fulfill this!? The story 
is recorded in Acts 8:25-35. Read the story and then discuss: how do you think Jesus’ disciple might have 
specifically explained the details of the Isaiah passage to this foreigner?  
 
 
ACTION #4. No matter who the term “God’s servant” is referring to in the book of Isaiah, it always is used to 
point out the fact that it is someone whom most people would never-ever expect. Discuss: in what way do you 
think Isaiah’s frequent use of the term Servant might have made his prophecies more curious or controversial? 
 
 
 
 
EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: book of Jonah 
PENGUIN CHALLENGE …throughout this series read the kings-&-exile books (this week’s portion: 2 Kings 1-8) 
 

 


