
“3 WAVES OF PROPHETS” 
this whole series connects both the Historical Urgency and also the Poetic Intelligence of the 17 OT prophets in such a way 

that it helps unlock: (1) God’s actual “Personality” of deep-character, top-priorities, and intimate-feelings (2) the proper 
balancing of one’s spirituality & society-ethics, and (3) “shapes-of-the-future” that God keeps building His People towards 

 
[study #11] JONAH: A “Satire” to Peg who the Real Bad Guy Is 

—    covering Jonah   — 
 
 
ACTION #1. One thing we have been learning in this whole prophets-series, is the way ancient Hebrews utilized 
poetry or creative storytelling to stir up readers’ imaginations. Last week we read through Jonah, but this week 
let’s look closer at how it is written. As a group together, re-describe in your own words the story of Jonah in this 
order: 1 God’s call, 2 Jonah’s response, 3 the sailors, 4 fish & 2nd-call, 5 Nineveh’s obedience, 6 Jonah’s plant.  
 
 
ACTION #2. A “SATIRE” is a story where the super-unique characters bounce off each other with so much irony 
that it totally pops out a lesson in a way that almost makes you want to laugh. Discuss: what exactly are the 
noticeable repeating-behaviors of these 3 totally different characters throughout the book? 
 

1 Yahweh-God (example: which single-word is repeatedly used to describe God advancing His will?) 
 
2 Jonah (example: what are his attitudes in every single scene of the story besides the fish) 
 
3 The Bad Guys (example: how do the pagan sailors, Assyrian king, & evil people all respond exactly alike?) 

 

    
 
ACTION #3. What do you think: If this book is a “SATIRE”, could the prophet Jonah actually be a wonderful man 
of God, who actually shares God’s compassion for faraway enemies, and who knows how to write very clever 
Hebrew stories to stir the reader’s imagination? Or, do you think it is just plain obvious Jonah is an awful man? 
 
 
ACTION #4. From what we have studied so far in this prophets-series, what kinds of “poetic intelligence” have 
you picked up on so far from the way the prophets liked to communicate? In other words, what are some of their 
“styles of writing” and how are those important to capturing people’s attention? 
  
 
EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: Nahum 
PENGUIN CHALLENGE …throughout this series read the kings-&-exile books (this week’s portion: 2 Kings 14-20) 
 

 


