
“3 WAVES OF PROPHETS” 
this whole series connects both the Historical Urgency and also the Poetic Intelligence of the 17 OT prophets in such a way 

that it helps unlock: (1) God’s actual “Personality” of deep-character, top-priorities, and intimate-feelings (2) the proper 
balancing of one’s spirituality & society-ethics, and (3) “shapes-of-the-future” that God keeps building His People towards 

 

 

[study #4] HOSEA: Israel will be Destroyed Because Israel Doesn’t “Get It” 
—    covering Hosea chpts. 4-14   — 

 
ACTION #1. Last study we saw that Hosea was married to an adulterous woman with 3 badly named children. 
God used Hosea’s awful family to compare it with Israel’s cheating society and the bad people it produced. Read 
Hosea 2:8-17 and discuss: describe God’s feelings about being cheated, plus what His plan is moving forward. 
 
ACTION #2. When Hosea STARTED preaching (760 BC), Israel’s society under King Jeroboam II had become more 
“rich-&-comfy” than ever in history. But when Hosea ENDED his preaching 50 years later (710 BC), Israel’s society 
had long been destroyed by the Assyrian Empire (722 BC). Discuss: 
 

• how do you imagine Hosea’s “tone” evolved every 10 years or so as the events above unfolded? 
• tough fact: Israel will never again return as a society, but its actual people will survive as members of other 

societies… what does Hosea 14:4-7 say they will be like as they live on in the midst of other nations? 
 
ACTION #3. After pegging Israel as “an adulterous woman,” Hosea has a main theme he keeps repeating in the 
rest of his chapters: Israel has REJECTED THE KNOWLEDGE of what made them special & well-off in the 1st place. 
What do these 5 passages below say about Israel mixing up TRUE KNOWLEDGE and BAD KNOWLEDGE? 
 

       { from Hosea chpt.4 } 

 

 
 

- 1Hosea 8:2-4 

- 2Hosea 8:11-12 

- 3Hosea 10:12-14 

- 4Hosea 11:1-5 

- 5Hosea 13:4-7,9 

  Hosea 6:6 bonus: “For I delight in you having…  
  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”

 
 
 
EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: the book of Micah 
PENGUIN CHALLENGE …throughout this series read the kings-&-exile books (this week’s portion: 2 Samuel 19-24) 
 

 


