
“3 WAVES OF PROPHETS” 
this whole series connects both the Historical Urgency and also the Poetic Intelligence of the 17 OT prophets in such a way 

that it helps unlock: (1) God’s actual “Personality” of deep-character, top-priorities, and intimate-feelings (2) the proper 
balancing of one’s spirituality & society-ethics, and (3) “shapes-of-the-future” that God keeps building His People towards 

 
[study #2] Amos: God Pegs Israel for its Cruel Economic Culture 

—   covering Amos chpts. 2-9 — 
 
ACTION #1. Last study we saw Amos was a sheep rancher from Judah (in the south) who temporarily left his job 
to prophecy against Israel (in the north). To get an idea of Israel’s reaction, read Amos 7:10-17 and then discuss: 
 

• re-describe in your own words what was said here and what all happened in these verses 
• why do you think the top priest (Amaziah) did not want the people to hear bad news about themselves or 

their king (Jeroboam), and what was Amos’ response to Amaziah? 
 
 
ACTION #2. So, what was Israel doing wrong in the first place? First read all the following passages which 
represent God’s specific “charges” against them the best, and then discuss: in your own words how would you 
describe what Israel was specifically guilty of, and which single passage strikes you the most? 
 

Ø Amos 2:6-8 
Ø Amos 4:1 

Ø Amos 5:11-12 
Ø Amos 6:1, 4-7 

Ø Amos 8:4-6 
 

[note: “Joseph” is another name for “Israel’s people” and “cows of Bashan” means “you fat lazy cows”] 
 
ACTION #3. Here is a crazy idea that many Christian leaders have struggled with for centuries: The book of Amos 
seems to show God taking sides more with “society” than with His own “God-followers.” It even seems to say 
that the only way for “God-followers” to follow God correctly, is to do this: first go fix the injustices you 
created in your society, and only then call yourselves “God-followers.” Discuss together: 
 

• how would you explain or re-say this whole crazy idea (in blue) in your own words? 
• in what way does this totally make sense and in what way do you think it is a risky thought? 

 
 
ACTION #4. Here are a couple of key and famous verses from the book of Amos. Read them, and discuss: 

• Amos 5:23-24 was a favorite passage used by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to help improve the “civil 
rights” of oppressed Americans in the 1950-60s…how would you describe this verse’s message? 

• Amos 8:11-12 warns Israel what will to happen to them for trying to follow “God’s Word” while 
simultaneously “starving their society” … what do these verses say will happen and mean? 

 
ACTION #5. [Final thought if there is time]: Almost always, the prophets’ frightening warnings included a long-
range vision of future “hope.” One generation after Amos’ was done preaching, the king of Assyria totally 
conquered Israel and deported many thousands of survivors away from their homeland forever! How will those 
conquered survivors look back on Amos and appreciate (and wonder about) his message in Amos 9:13-15? 
 
 
 
EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: Hosea chpts. 1-3 
PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus 2 Samuel chpts. 7-10 
 

 


