
“VOICE OF JOHN” SERIES 
(Gospel of John, 1st John, 2nd John, 3rd John, Revelation) 

JUST LIKE LIFE AND LOVE ITSELF, JESUS IS THE VERY BEGINNING AND ENDING OF YOUR INTENDED STORY 
 

study #6:  
Jesus’ Self-Command in the Face of Death 

—   covering John chpts. 18-19   —
  
 
ACTION 1. In this week’s chapters the author John describes Jesus’ death in a way that totally spotlights Jesus’ 
character of self-control and influence compared to his adversaries. In the face of death itself, John’s story 
points out how amazing Jesus’ “cool” was compared to those who seemed to have all the power. As a group 
read John 18:1-11 and then discuss: how, exactly, did each of the characters (Judas, the arresters, Peter, Jesus) 
respond and conduct themselves in this whole situation? 
 
 
ACTION 2. After the Jewish priests spent time harassing Jesus, they then brought him to the Roman governor 
named Pilate, demanding that Pilate put Jesus to death. Read John 18:33—19:15 and then discuss: how would 
you trace Pilate’s “journey” to making his final decision… (how was he “conflicted” and what all swayed him 
both to let Jesus go and also to condemn him)? 
 
 
ACTION 3. Read John 19:17-30 and then discuss: 

• why do you think is important for readers to hear this part about people arguing over Jesus’ sign? 
• why do you think is important for readers to hear this part about people arguing over Jesus’ clothes? 
• describe Jesus’ focus during all this (what does he do on the cross?) 

 
 

ACTION 4. Both Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were strong “influencers” among the Jewish leaders of the 
day. Read John 19:38-42 and then describe the huge amount of “care” these two men gave to Jesus’ actual body 
in the end, and why this might be an important part to include in this account of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: John 20-21 

PENGUIN CHALLENGE … read GC + Torah-Law during series:  Exodus 12-19 (God: Israel’s Strong Leader) 
 

 


