
“VOICE OF JOHN” SERIES 
(Gospel of John, 1st John, 2nd John, 3rd John, Revelation) 

JUST LIKE LIFE AND LOVE ITSELF, JESUS IS THE VERY BEGINNING AND ENDING OF YOUR INTENDED STORY 
 

study #5:  
Jesus Articulates What “Belief-Followership” Entails 

—   covering John chpts. 13-17   —
  
 
ACTION 1. While “the climax of Jesus’ ministry” 
was obviously his death and resurrection, the 
author John organizes his gospel-account of 
Jesus so that “the climax of John’s message” is 
Jesus’ long talk during the last supper. In other 
words, in today’s study of 5 chapters, John 
spends a special amount of time recounting 
how Jesus had articulated to his disciples all 
what “Belief-Followership” is going to mean for 
them once Jesus is gone. 
 
This 5 chapter “long-talk” by Jesus is one of the 
most beautiful and important segments that 
Christianity has today. The author John—
(maybe along with his community leaders’ 
help)—might have actually organized this long 
talk into 7 separate readings to be re-studied 
each year during some week long celebration. 
Browse through this chart on your own for just 
a minute and then discuss altogether: which of 
these 7 segments do you think new Believers-
in-Jesus would be most interested in hearing 
more about? 

 

 

 
ACTION 2. Read John 13:1-8 and then discuss: why exactly did Peter feel what Jesus did here was backwards, 
and how does Peter’s reaction to it make Jesus’ example seem even more powerful? 
 
ACTION 3. Jesus talked about keeping your “love” alive for those faithful to you, especially while others are busy 
betraying you. Read John 13:21-35 and then discuss: what does the text say this kind of love will accomplish? 
 
ACTION 4. Read the whole “central teaching” Jesus gave about what “Belief-Following” really involves (John 
15:1-27) and then each person share their favorite verse in it and why. 
 
ACTION 5. Read John 17:20-23 and then discuss: in this final prayer, what exactly does Jesus want the “oneness” 
of his Belief-Followers to be like… what does he compare it to & what does Jesus say about how important it is? 
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: John chapters 18-19 

PENGUIN CHALLENGE … read GC + Torah-Law during series:  Exodus 1-11 (Showdown of Lords) 
 

 


