
“VOICE OF PAUL-x-LUKE” SERIES 
This series shows how the writings of the apostle Paul and his traveling-&-writing assistant Luke, all tie in together to construct 

“the basic frame of the entire New Testament” from 16 of its books. Under Paul’s unique influence, all these writings emphasize 
 God forging His People into a new kind of Followership whose “growth policy” involves embodying every kind of people & heritage. 
It is within the framework of this people-building endeavor that (1) the Forgiving-&-Restoring Power of Jesus especially gets to be 

displayed, and where (2) its best participants are those whose lives have God’s Presence “pouring forth” within them.  
 

study #4: Jesus’ “Receiving Ministry” in Galilee 
—   covering Luke 7:1 – 9:50   —

 
ACTION #1. Last week’s chapters showed Jesus’ 
distinguishing character of going out of his way 
to “where other people are.” Numerous stories 
in this week’s chapters show the converse fact 
too: never the pushover, Jesus distinguished 
those who “came to him” in a proper manner as 
well. Read Luke 7:1-11 and then discuss: what 
exact characteristic did Jesus recognize about 
the Centurion’s “faith”… what does he like 
about it?  

 
 
ACTION #2. The Centurion in the previous passage had sent a “deputation” of Jewish elders to talk to Jesus on 
his behalf. Immediately after this, the jailed John the Baptist also sent a “deputation” of his own messengers in 
order to double-check if Jesus was actually the Christ. Read Luke 7:18-30 and then discuss: 

• in your own words, what all happened here and what stands out to you the most? 
• after sending John some evidence, Jesus publicly honored John in front of those who had previously 

been a part of John’s ministry; explain what in the world verses 28-29 is talking about or means 
 
ACTION #3. Read Luke 7:1-9 & 39-50, then describe how oppositely the 2 people in the story received Jesus. 
 
ACTION #4. During these chapters, Jesus told a farming parable about the proper & improper ways (good and 
bad “soils”) that people tended to “receive” God’s impact on them. After telling this parable, he ran into a large 
crowd of different kinds of people. Read Luke 8:43-48 and then discuss: why did something different happen 
when the one woman touched Jesus, even though nothing happened to the multitudes of people when they 
were touching him… try to re-describe that particular point in the story in your own words. 
 
ACTION #5. Jesus began challenging people to properly receive not only him, but also other people who were 
doing things “in his name.” As Jesus sent out his 12 apostles to go preach on their own, Jesus instructed them to 
locate people who knew how to treat God’s messengers “the right way.” Read what Jesus talked to them about 
afterwards, upon returning to Jesus again—in Luke 9:46-50—and then discuss: 

• in your own words re-describe what Jesus’ teaching here is on “properly receiving others” 
• why do you think the “rule” which Jesus stated in verse 50 might have shocked Jesus’ disciples? 
• check out a somewhat related “rule” Jesus states later on in Luke 11:23 and then discuss how these 2 

rules are similar, how they are different, and how in the world they can both be true at the same time 
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: Luke 9:51—19:27 

PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus 1 & 2 Peter & Jude 
 

 


