
“VOICE OF PAUL-x-LUKE” SERIES 
This series shows how the writings of the apostle Paul and his traveling-&-writing assistant Luke, all tie in together to construct 

“the basic frame of the entire New Testament” from 16 of its books. Under Paul’s unique influence, all these writings emphasize 
 God forging His People into a new kind of Followership whose “growth policy” involves embodying every kind of people & heritage. 
It is within the framework of this people-building endeavor that (1) the Forgiving-&-Restoring Power of Jesus especially gets to be 

displayed, and where (2) its best participants are those whose lives have God’s Presence “pouring forth” within them.  
 

study #35:  Paul Writes Philippians: “a BULLSEYE Union-with-Christ” 
—   covering Philippians —

 

ACTION #1. Philippians is written on the very brink of Paul’s major trial which is just about to occur in Caesar’s 
courts in Rome. A vulnerable moment for Paul? Yes! In fact, Paul capitalizes on this time of unique vulnerability, 
trust, and closeness with Jesus by writing a letter telling folks everywhere how they too can experience such a 
BULLSEYE union with Christ as he, Paul, is at that very time. Read Philippians 1:12-14 as a group and then discuss: 
 

• why might Paul have been especially qualified to teach this lesson at this point in his life? 
• exactly what kind of impact does it seem Paul’s imprisonment was adding to his ministry work?  

 
 
ACTION #2. Paul wrote poetry! (Especially reading it in the Greek, you 
can “see” where he is inserting poetry into his letters). Philippians, 
particularly, revolves around 3-stanzas of a “teaching-poem” of his. 
Altogether as a group read all 3 stanzas—in Philippians 2:6-8 and 2:9-
11 and 3:20-21—and then discuss: 
 

• if you had to give a short (1 to 2 worded) “title” for each of 
these 3 stanzas, what would they be? 

• what purpose do you think this whole “teaching-poem” was 
used for by those who learned it? 
 

 
 
ACTION #3. Paul uses several real-life situations that he himself is facing—(his coming verdict, ministry 
distractions, and his own financial stability)—to show his readers how to think bullseye-straight in the midst of 
life’s challenges. Read Philippians 1:21-26 & 3:7-10 & 4:11-13 and then afterwards discuss: 
 

• what different things did Paul say to show his laser-focus amidst whatever was going on? 
• why could Paul see “benefit” in each of his situations no matter which way they turned out? 
• what does Paul say he has gotten to “learn” over time because of his right-perspective on life… and what 

do you think this totally mature man now “desires” more than anything else in life? 
 
 
ACTION #4. Each person share briefly one final summary, personal take-away, “ah-ha!” insight, or new question 
or curiosity from today’s study. 
 
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: 1st Timothy +Titus + 2nd Timothy 

PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus Revelation 19-22 
 

 


