
“VOICE OF PAUL-x-LUKE” SERIES 
This series shows how the writings of the apostle Paul and his traveling-&-writing assistant Luke, all tie in together to construct 

“the basic frame of the entire New Testament” from 16 of its books. Under Paul’s unique influence, all these writings emphasize 
 God forging His People into a new kind of Followership whose “growth policy” involves embodying every kind of people & heritage. 
It is within the framework of this people-building endeavor that (1) the Forgiving-&-Restoring Power of Jesus especially gets to be 

displayed, and where (2) its best participants are those whose lives have God’s Presence “pouring forth” within them.  
 

study #32:  Paul Writes Colossians + Ephesians: “Fully Loaded Christ-in-You” 
—   covering Colossians and Ephesians   —

 
ACTION #1. Paul often wrote his letters to churches when they were having some sort of emergency-situation. 
However when he wrote Colossians and Ephesians, he was sending those letters alongside & at the same time as 
a 3rd letter he was also writing: Philemon! Since the emergency-situation between those 3 letters was Philemon, 
with these other 2 letters Paul was able to sit back a bit, think deeply, and write about an especially Huge Idea. In 
your group discuss: which of Paul’s 3 letters above do you think would require more “context” to understand it, 
and how do you think reading all 3 together could help make better sense of each one? 
 
ACTION #2. Both Colossians & Ephesians are about the twin facts that (1) The Cosmos-Sized Deity of God 
is inside Jesus Christ & (2) THAT’s who’s inside of YOU!  Read Colossians 1:15-20 & 2:9-15 & discuss: 

• of these verses, which is your favorite…and why?  
• in what way is the connection between Christ’s greatness and Christ-in-you so important? 

 
ACTION #3. In Colossae, community teachers were trying to force Jesus’ followers to give up their deep “Trust in 
God” to fulfill their lives, and instead to totally replace it with a system of “intense thoughts-&-disciplines.” Read 
Paul’s warning in Colossians 2:8 and 2:20—3:4 and then discuss: 

• in your own words, re-describe what Paul is saying here and what stands out to you as interesting 
• in what ways is the Colossians’ trust-in-God more powerful than “the philosophy” being forced on them? 
• do you think Paul is really against disciplines & deep-thinking… what is the real issue he is warning about? 

 
ACTION #4. At the same exact time, Paul was writing to the Ephesians this same idea about Jesus’ Cosmic-
Greatness and Him being inside of YOU! However in his letter to the Ephesians, Paul expanded the idea of “YOU”  
as not just being “YOU-an-individual-Christian,” but “YOU-the-whole-Christian-community-of-Gentiles-together.” 
Read Ephesians 1:18-22 and 3:1-10 and then discuss: 

• in 1:18-22, what exactly is the relationship between Jesus, the Church, & the rest of the world’s powers? 
• in 3:1-10, what does Paul say is so special about the fact that Ephesus’ Church is made up of Gentiles? 
• in the last verse, what is their Gentile Church (having come so far!) able to show the world around them? 

 
ACTION #5. Paul hopes the Christian-community-of-Gentiles in Ephesus will show their whole city just how 
extraordinary Life-in-Jesus truly can be for their entire environment. Read his instructions for them to keep 
developing their example—in Ephesians 4:1-7 and verses 11-13—and then discuss: 

• what is the most important, or interesting, thing Paul encourages them to do to develop their example? 
• [hard question]: how is Paul describing the combination between people’s (1) individual uniquenesses, (2)  
    their togetherness, and (3) the stuff that “community maturity” really entails?... how are those 3 related? 

 
EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 

GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: Hebrews 1-6 
PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus Revelation 4-10 

 

 


