
“VOICE OF PAUL-x-LUKE” SERIES 
This series shows how the writings of the apostle Paul and his traveling-&-writing assistant Luke, all tie in together to construct 

“the basic frame of the entire New Testament” from 16 of its books. Under Paul’s unique influence, all these writings emphasize 
 God forging His People into a new kind of Followership whose “growth policy” involves embodying every kind of people & heritage. 
It is within the framework of this people-building endeavor that (1) the Forgiving-&-Restoring Power of Jesus especially gets to be 

displayed, and where (2) its best participants are those whose lives have God’s Presence “pouring forth” within them.  
 

 

study #22: Ephesus Power Ministry plus Paul Writes Corinthians 
—   covering Acts 19:8–41 and 1&2 Corinthian excerpts — 

 

 
ACTION #1. During his 3rd Missionary Journey, Paul’s 2-3 years in Ephesus was very much one of the greatest 
“power ministries” people ever saw. Eventually Paul rented a large public lecturing space there in the city, while 
at the same time he was in charge of sending-out other leaders to expand Christianity into surrounding cities as 
well. Read Acts 19:10-13 and verses 21-27 and then discuss: 
 

• re-describe all that went on in the verses above and what stands out to you the most 
• list out all the specific influences Paul had upon individual people and also the society around him 

 
ACTION #2. While still in Ephesus, Paul was 
simultaneously carrying out a long-distance 
ministry to his previous churches in Corinth 
just across the sea. Yes, Paul’s “power 
ministry” in Ephesus is precisely when he 
started writing the NT books of 1st and 2nd 
Corinthians! Actually, Paul wrote 5—(count 
them, 5!)—letters to Corinth during this 
time. Read 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 and identify 
which major topic Paul had written about in 
an earlier letter, just before this one.  
 
ACTION #3. After writing 1 Corinthians 
(Paul’s second letter), he wrote yet another 
letter which we do not have today. 
However he does mention it in 2 
Corinthians 2:1-4; read this passage and 
describe what you think that third letter’s 
“mood” had been like. 

 

ACTION #4. Paul wrote yet another two letters to Corinth while he was literally on a months-long journey to go 
visit them. He was traveling through Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea, and today both those final two letters are 
squashed together into one book: 2 Corinthians (chpts. 1-9, and chpts. 10-13). Discuss in your group: how would 
you summarize all that Paul accomplished during Ephesus-based ministry? 
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: 1 Corinthians 

PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus Psalms 121-130 
 

 
 


