
“VOICE OF PAUL-x-LUKE” SERIES 
This series shows how the writings of the apostle Paul and his traveling-&-writing assistant Luke, all tie in together to construct 

“the basic frame of the entire New Testament” from 16 of its books. Under Paul’s unique influence, all these writings emphasize 
 God forging His People into a new kind of Followership whose “growth policy” involves embodying every kind of people & heritage. 
It is within the framework of this people-building endeavor that (1) the Forgiving-&-Restoring Power of Jesus especially gets to be 

displayed, and where (2) its best participants are those whose lives have God’s Presence “pouring forth” within them.  
 

study #2: Long-Steady-Mighty Growth to Ministry  
—   covering Luke 1:5 – 4:13   — 

 

ACTION #1. Luke’s writings—about Jesus’ life and the early Church—are recorded in such an “orderly” manner 
that the reader is able to pick up on storyline patterns that make the whole account more vivid, more true to 
life. Looking at these 4 patterns (image below) that Luke uses to tell about Jesus’ upbringing, which pattern do 
you think best prepares the reader to start believing the amazingness of Jesus’ future ministry? 
 

 

 
1. 

 
2. John’s & Jesus’ storylines take 

turns getting told—like parallel, 
doubled-up accounts of matching 
themes 

3. respectable relationships-facts-&-
events all build up to Luke 4:14 
when Jesus launches his amazing 
public ministry in Galilee 

4. after centuries of unusual “silence” 
the Holy Spirit is suddenly making 
numerous appearances 
throughout these 4 chapters 
towards Jesus’ ministry 
 

ACTION #2. The major point of John the Baptist’s entire ministry was to introduce Jesus-&-Jesus’-ministry (think 
about that!). Read about John’s messaging in Luke chpt 3 verses 3…7-9…15-17 and then discuss: 

• re-describe in your own words what John’s message was and what stood out as interesting to you 
• what exactly did John scold the people for wrongly thinking about themselves, and for not-doing? 
• what in the world do you think “Jesus baptizing people with the Holy Spirit” could even mean…and what 

do you think John’s original audience went home trying to explain to each other what it might mean? 
 
ACTION #3. Read Luke 3:21-22 and then in your group identify 5-7 things that specifically went on during this 
whole moment…and then also discuss how much of that same experience do you think us getting baptized in the 
Holy Spirit might also entail? 
 
ACTION #4. Each person share briefly one final summary, “ah-ha!” insight, or curiosity from today’s study.  
 
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: Luke 4:14-6:49 

PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus Mark 6-13 
 

 


