
“VOICE OF PAUL-x-LUKE” SERIES 
This series shows how the writings of the apostle Paul and his traveling-&-writing assistant Luke, all tie in together to construct 

“the basic frame of the entire New Testament” from 16 of its books. Under Paul’s unique influence, all these writings emphasize 
 God forging His People into a new kind of Followership whose “growth policy” involves embodying every kind of people & heritage. 
It is within the framework of this people-building endeavor that (1) the Forgiving-&-Restoring Power of Jesus especially gets to be 

displayed, and where (2) its best participants are those whose lives have God’s Presence “pouring forth” within them.  
 

 

study #19: MJ#2: Trouble but Expansion, into Macedonia 
—   covering Acts 15:36 – 17:10 plus 2nd Thessalonians 1:1-10 —  

 
Action #1. In our last study (1) Paul returned to Antioch following his 1st Missionary Journey; (2) then he 
immediately wrote the Galatians to warn them against any Counterfeit Gospel keeping God’s “Spirit” away; (3) 
then he ran down to Jerusalem to defend the God’s freeing Spirit being offered to Christian Gentiles as well; and 
(4) he once again returned with Barnabas to Antioch to resume their ministry. Now, read about the start of Paul’s 
Second Missionary Journey in Acts 15:36-41 and then discuss: 
 

• from the recap above, which of the previous study’s 4 portions did you especially appreciate—& why?  
• from the new passage above, describe in your own words what happened & what stands out to you 
• what are some positives and negatives about the starting weeks of this new missionary journey? 

 
Action #2. Read Acts 16:1-10 and then discuss: 

 

 

• describe what happened in your 
words & what stands out to you 

• what “new” people & locations is 
Paul getting steered towards on 
his 2nd Missionary Journey? 

• notice the author of Acts starts 
using the words “we” and “us” 
beginning in v. 10—why do 
you suppose?

 
Action #3. Paul and his missionary team crossed over into Macedonia, launched Christian communities in places 
like Philippi, and then just kept on going. Read about Paul’s work in Thessalonica (and then having to leave!) in 
Acts 17:1-10 and then discuss: 
 

• describe in your own words what happened and what stands out to you 
• what were Paul and his team specifically accused of, and what do you think that even means? 
• when Timothy caught back up with Paul in Berea, he brought with great news that the new Thessalonian 

Christians had become a strong church despite “agitators” trying to stop them. Read the start of the 
Paul’s letter to them in 2 Thessalonians 1:3-4 and verses 11-12 (P.S.: yes, 2nd Thess was written before 1st 
Thess), and then describe Paul’s reaction to that good news.  

 
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: 2Thes + 1Thes + Acts 17:10—18:5 
PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus Psalms 91-100 

 

 
 


