
“VOICE OF PAUL-x-LUKE” SERIES 
This series shows how the writings of the apostle Paul and his traveling-&-writing assistant Luke, all tie in together to construct 

“the basic frame of the entire New Testament” from 16 of its books. Under Paul’s unique influence, all these writings emphasize 
 God forging His People into a new kind of Followership whose “growth policy” involves embodying every kind of people & heritage. 
It is within the framework of this people-building endeavor that (1) the Forgiving-&-Restoring Power of Jesus especially gets to be 

displayed, and where (2) its best participants are those whose lives have God’s Presence “pouring forth” within them.  
 

 

study #15: A New Mystery: The Gentiles are “IN” 
—   covering Acts 9:32 – 11:18   —

 

 

A little background that brings our stories to a city 
called Caesarea: 
 
Last time, we read of Saul becoming Jesus’ “Chosen 
Instrument” to especially reach the Gentiles. Now, 6 
years later, while Saul was preaching about Jesus 
from Tarsus (outside all the regions of Israel), Peter 
was preaching within all the regions of Israel, 
eventually finding his way to a town near Caesarea. 
With these two very different efforts under way, a 
great controversy is brewing: if non-Israelites also 
get to be followers of Jesus & receive his Holy Spirit, 
shouldn’t they have to take the extra step of 
“circumcision” to first make them become 
“Israelites”? Read these 4 “scenes” & discuss: 

 
Ø Scene 1:  Acts 10:1-8 

o In your own words re-describe what happened here and what stands out to you. 
o (Ever notice that Luke often paints “Centurions” in such a good light?) 

 

Ø Scene 2:  Acts 10:9-16 
o In your own words re-describe what happened here and what stands out to you. 
o For a Hebrew/Israelite who previously was supposed to “stay away” from certain kinds of 

creatures, what could this vision from God have meant—& why would he have it “3 times”? 
 

Ø Scene 3: Acts 10:24-29 and 34-36 and 42-48 
o In your own words re-describe all that happened here and what stands out to you. 
o Based on this story, how would you answer the controversial question (underlined above)? 
o What do you think about the Holy Spirit’s “timing” In the middle of Peter’s message (v.44),? 

 

Ø Scene 4:  Acts 11:1-4 and 16-18 
o In your own words re-describe what happened here and what stands out to you. 
o Which specific action had Peter done that seems to have bothered those in Jerusalem? 
o Which one-single part of Peter’s report seems to have most satisfied people’s questions? 

 
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: Acts 11:19—13:5 

PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus Psalms 51-60 
 

 
 


