
“VOICE OF PAUL-x-LUKE” SERIES 
This series shows how the writings of the apostle Paul and his traveling-&-writing assistant Luke, all tie in together to construct 

“the basic frame of the entire New Testament” from 16 of its books. Under Paul’s unique influence, all these writings emphasize 
 God forging His People into a new kind of Followership whose “growth policy” involves embodying every kind of people & heritage. 
It is within the framework of this people-building endeavor that (1) the Forgiving-&-Restoring Power of Jesus especially gets to be 

displayed, and where (2) its best participants are those whose lives have God’s Presence “pouring forth” within them.  
 

 

study #13: Stephen’s “God Unleashed” Speech Sparks Phase-2 
—   covering Acts 6:8—8:1   —

 
 
ACTION #1. In last week’s study we read about the apostles choosing 7 men to launch a whole new layer of 
leadership for their fast-growing community. Read about one of them, STEPHEN, in Acts 6:8-15, and discuss: 
 

• In your own words summarize what is going on in this passage & what stands out to you as interesting. 
• What are 3 to 5 things (name them!) that the religious leaders accused Stephen of doing? 
• (But, really, according to verses 10-11 what were the religious leaders actually angry about?)  

 
 
ACTION #2. In his defense, Stephen gives a long speech about the history of God and Israel. Read the end of his 
speech in Acts 7:48-53 and then discuss: 
 

• What things (name them!) does Stephen accuse the religious leaders of being guilty of? 
• If Stephen and the religious leaders are both accusing each other of the same thing, how would any 

onlooker ever be able to tell which of them was “in the right” (how would you be able to tell)? 
 
 
ACTION #3. Looking back on Stephen’s long speech about the history of God and Israel, it is obvious that 
Stephen’s theme is about “whether or not God lives in a Temple controlled by religious leaders.” Read  
Acts 7:29-34 and then discuss: How would you describe God’s actual location? 
 
 
ACTION #4. One last important point in these chapters! Remember in the 1st chapter when Jesus indicated that 
there were 3 phases (1Jerusalem, 2Judea & Samaria, 3Ends of The Earth) of Jesus sending his disciples out as 
Witnesses? Well, now read Acts 7:54—8:1 and then discuss: Which phase do you think this story launches, and 
what would you say (using just 1 word) does God use to launch it? 
 
 
ACTION #5. Each person share briefly one final summary, personal take-away, “ah-ha!” insight, or new question 
or curiosity from today’s study.  
 
  
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: Acts 8:1—9:31 

PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus Psalms 31-40 
 

 
 


