
“VOICE OF PAUL-x-LUKE” SERIES 
This series shows how the writings of the apostle Paul and his traveling-&-writing assistant Luke, all tie in together to construct 

“the basic frame of the entire New Testament” from 16 of its books. Under Paul’s unique influence, all these writings emphasize 
 God forging His People into a new kind of Followership whose “growth policy” involves embodying every kind of people & heritage. 
It is within the framework of this people-building endeavor that (1) the Forgiving-&-Restoring Power of Jesus especially gets to be 

displayed, and where (2) its best participants are those whose lives have God’s Presence “pouring forth” within them.  
 

 

study #9: Apostles Do Business 
—   covering Acts 1:9-26   — 

ACTION #1. Some theologians think that this whole book of “Acts” should be titled “The Acts of the Apostles.” 
Others think it should be titled “The Acts of the Holy Spirit.” (I guess there is a debate about who is responsible 
for the church’s history playing out!) … As a group, read Acts 1:12-26 and then discuss: 

• Describe the whole situation in this story; re-tell it. 
• Who stepped up and distinguished himself in this situation; how so? 
• What was the 2-step process the apostles used to choose the “replacement-apostle” 
• Who do you think—the apostles or the Holy Spirit—is developing the new Church in this passage? 

 
ACTION #2. This particular passage above must have seemed like a strange or uncertain “in-between’ time for 
the apostles: just after Jesus’ Passion which accomplished salvation, and just before the coming of The Promise 
which Jesus had told them to “wait-for.” Discuss in your group: 

• Do you think the apostles knew what “to wait” meant? Does it mean do nothing? What all could it mean? 
• In the O.T. there was a similar “in between” moment like this—between 2 dates that the Hebrews call 

“Passover” (when God delivered them from slavery) & “Pentecost” (when God’s Law came down to 
them from the mountain). Discuss all the ways you think these two O.T. & N.T. occasions are alike. 

 
ACTION #3. Let’s take a look at how all 16 of the books in this series (the ones in red) end up fitting together. 
Have your whole group spend just a minute looking over this timeline chart, and then discuss: 

• Does this help you picture how most of the New Testament goes together? In your words, talk it out. 
• Are there books in here you have some familiarity with—which, and what do you recall of them? 
• Which 1 book might you be most interested in learning more about? 

 
 

EXTRA… FOR THOSE MOTIVATED, DEVOTED, & WITH SOME SELF-COMMAND: 
GOLD CHALLENGE …read ahead (& maybe journal about) for next study: Acts 2 

PENGUIN CHALLENGE … (=daily reading + cover full NT+Psalms during series): read GC plus Matt 25-28 
 

 
 


